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Dear Friends and Co-workers in Ministry, 
 
Greetings of Peace!   
 
In 2014, the theme for the celebration of the 125th 
anniversary of our diocese was, “Where Does Jesus 
Send Us?”   
 
This question, drawn from a World Youth Day homily of our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, continues to be most relevant for our mission and ministry 
in this local Church.  And, I would suggest four clear tasks to focus and 
guide our service in the world as the community of His disciples: 
 
 Encounter (To invite others to experience the person of Jesus Christ, and His 

saving love) 
 Accompany (To walk in love and care with others on their spiritual journey) 
 Community (To worship and witness together as Christ’s Body) 
 Mission (To always move outward in healing and hope to the broken people 

and places of our world). 
 
This year’s Ministry Days invites us anew to reflect on where our Lord 
sends us, and to heed His command to “go, and make disciples.”  We seek 
His grace as clergy, religious, and lay leaders, to be formed as “missionary 
disciples,” and to help build a Church where all experience this call to give 
active witness to the “Joy of the Gospel.”   
 
I warmly invite you to join me at Ministry Days 2017.  Thank you for the 
service and ministry you offer our people, and may God continue to bless you 
with His grace and great love! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
       
 
Most Rev. John M. Quinn 
Bishop of Winona 
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Leisa Anslinger serves as the Director of 
Catholic Life and Faith, “a pastoral resource 
center supporting parish and diocesan 
evangelization and stewardship leaders.” 
Leisa brings extensive experience in Catholic 
parishes and schools to her ministry as an 
author and speaker. She is the author of 
several books for pastoral leaders and 
numerous e-resources on catechesis and 
stewardship, and is a frequent presenter on 
evangelization, stewardship, and catechesis at national and diocesan 
gatherings. Leisa will speak on our theme, “Forming Missionary 
Disciples for Gospel Witness.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Adam Janke is the Program Director for St. 
Paul Street Evangelization (SPSE) – “a grass-
roots, non-profit Catholic evangelization 
organization” – and develops many of the 
programs and resources available for SPSE 
teams and other Catholics that want to be 
part of the Catholic Church’s evangelical 
mission. He also travels across the country 
offering workshops and talks on how to put 
the New Evangelization into practice in our everyday lives bringing 
with him the experiences and stories of the thousands of evangelists 
that work with SPSE.  Adam will speak on, “Effective Tools for Parish 
and Diocesan Evangelization.” 

  

Keynote Presenter 

Keynote Presenter 
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Wednesday Evening, June 7 
 
 Registration & Overnight (for those arriving early) 
 
Thursday, June 8  
 
 8:00 am Registration / Gathering 
  Continental Breakfast / Displays 
 
 9:00 am General Session I 
      9:00 am – Morning Prayer 
      9:20 am – Welcome & Introduction 
      9:30 am – Keynote Presentation on “Forming 

Missionary Disciples for Gospel Witness” 
(Leisa Anslinger [Catholic Life and Faith]) 

     
 11:15 am Adjourn for Eucharist 
 
 11:30 am Eucharist  
 
 12:30 pm Lunch 
 
   1:45 pm Breakout Sessions I (for religious & lay leaders)  
  Clergy Track I 
 
   2:45 pm Afternoon Break 
 
   3:30 pm Breakout Sessions II  
  Clergy Track II 
 
   5:00 pm Evening Prayer 
 
   5:30 pm Social / Dinner / Entertainment 
  (followed by Holy Hour & Night Prayer at 8:00 pm) 
 
 

Conference Schedule 
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Friday, June 9 
 
 8:00 am Registration / Gathering 
  Continental Breakfast / Displays 
 
 9:00 am General Session II 
    9:00 am – Morning Prayer 
    9:20 am – Welcome & Introduction 
    9:30 am – Keynote Presentation on “Effective Tools 

for Parish and Diocesan Evangelization” 
(Adam Janke [St. Paul Street Evangelization]) 

 
 11:15 am Adjourn for Eucharist 
 
 11:30 am Eucharist 
 
 12:30 pm Lunch 
 
   1:00 pm General Session III  

 Highlighting of evangelization and discipleship 
formation efforts active in the diocese 

 Closing Remarks & Blessing (Bishop Quinn) 
 
   2:00 pm  Adjourn   

Conference Schedule continued… 
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GENERAL SESSION I – (Thursday, 9:30 – 11:15 am) 
 

Forming Missionary Disciples for Gospel Witness - Leisa Anslinger 
There is nothing more precious than our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
And there is no one who can share our faith in quite the same way as 
each of us can. As members of Christ’s Body, parishes and people can 
have lasting impact on one another. We can touch those who are not 
rooted in a faith community, and we send one another out in mission, 
serving in our towns, cities, and world in Jesus’ name. This gets to the 
heart of all we are and are called to be, as it leads us to the Heart of 
Christ. Are you ready to form missionary disciples for Gospel witness?  
 
BREAKOUT SESSION I – (Thursday, 1:45 – 2:45 pm) 
 

Building Bridges to the Heart of Discipleship [A-1] 
Evangelization, the call to draw one another to Christ and to reach 
those who do not yet have a relationship with Christ, is at the heart of 
all we are called to be and to do within our parishes. Fulfilling this call 
is more than what may be accomplished through a program, it is our 
mission! Explore together three bridges that people and parishes can 
build in order to engage and evangelize those who are already part of 
the faith community, and those who have yet to be led to an encounter 
with Jesus Christ.   
(Presenter: Leisa Anslinger – Keynote Presenter) 
 
The Spirituality of the Evangelist [A-2] 
The work of an evangelist is to share the mercy and grace that they have 
received in Christ with others. In order to be an effective evangelist and 
be a source of blessing, mercy, forgiveness, and healing, we must first be 
fully engaged in the Christian life and striving towards sainthood. How 
do we find balance between the active and contemplative life and avoid 
burnout? Listen to stories of evangelization and reflect more deeply on 
how each of us is called to a total interior renewal of our minds 
and hearts.  
(Presenter: Adam Janke – Keynote Presenter) 

Session Presentations  
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Missionary Discipleship in the Public Arena [A-3] 
This presentation will discuss how “faithful citizenship” is an 
important aspect of the missionary discipleship to which we are all 
called.  Pope Francis says that “a good Catholic meddles in politics” 
and that “politics is one of the highest forms of charity because it serves 
the common good.”  The Church sees politics not as a partisan power 
game, but instead as a noble endeavor rooted in civic friendship.  As 
such, it not only fosters the well-being of individuals, families and 
communities, but it can also be an important tool of evangelization.   
(Presenter: Jason Adkins – Executive Director, Minnesota Catholic Conference) 
 
Human Resources and Employee Benefits Update [A-4] 
This session will cover subjects such as: 
 Status of the Fair Labor Standards Act and the proposed overtime 

rules changes 
 Health Care and the status of “Repeal and Replace”/Form 1095, etc. 
 Minnesota minimum wage law 
 Diocesan Employee Benefits 
o Health Renewal  Flexible Benefit Plan Year 
o Health Savings Accounts  403(b) Plan Overview 

(Presenter: David Fricke – Director of Human Resources, Diocese of Winona) 
 
CLERGY TRACK I – (Thursday, 1:45 – 2:45 pm)  
 

Physician Assisted Suicide: U.S. Culture and the Gospel of Life 
With the growing belief in, and approval of, physician-assisted suicide 
by many people within the United States, Dr. Susan Windley-Daoust 
will provide a perspective that counters such thinking.  She will reflect 
on how an appreciation for the culture of life can promote a true and 
authentic respect for the dignity of life from conception to natural 
death.  This will help us take a proactive approach on this issue as it is 
taken up in the Minnesota Legislature. 
(Presenter: Susan Windley-Daoust, Ph.D. – Associate Professor of Theology, 

 Saint Mary’s University) 
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BREAKOUT SESSION II – (Thursday, 3:30 – 4:30 pm)  
 

Leading for Change [B-1] 
We are called to on-going conversion — to change our minds and hearts 
in order to more fully live as disciples of Jesus Christ. If our parishes are 
to be communities that foster lifelong conversion, we must always be 
attentive to the need for change, both as people and within the life of 
the parish. Change is often difficult, and yet is filled with the potential 
for new growth, discovery, and transformation. Explore together 
principles that will equip you to lead for and manage change. 
(Presenter: Leisa Anslinger – Keynote Presenter) 
 
Evangelizing a Secular Culture [B-2] 
St. Paul Street Evangelization has been active for over five years and has 
grown to nearly 300 teams. Our evangelists come from all walks of life 
and have a passion for sharing their faith. Learn how to accompany 
others to faith in Jesus through the four-fold steps of befriending, 
proclaiming, inviting, and praying for people in our modern culture. 
Even those with a secular modern worldview are embracing the faith 
and returning home. Learn how we do it! 
(Presenter: Adam Janke – Keynote Presenter) 
 
Missionary Discipleship in the Public Arena [B-3] 
[This session is the same as that from Breakout Session I.  See the 
description on page 8.]   
(Presenter: Jason Adkins – Executive Director, Minnesota Catholic Conference) 
 
Finance Update [B-4] 
For the Finance Session we will discuss:   
 Parish Mergers - from a financial perspective 
 ConnectNow Accounting Q &A session 
 Performing cemetery accounting within the structure of the parish. 
(Presenters:  Larry Dose – Chief Finance & Administrative Officer, Diocese of Winona 
 Cindy Olson – Accountant, Winona Area Catholic Schools) 
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CLERGY TRACK II – (Thursday, 3:30 – 4:30 pm)  
 

A Chaplain’s Perspective on Physician-Assisted Suicide 
Working directly with many people on the issue of death, Father John 
Evans will provide a unique perspective into the mindset of those at the 
moment of death.  What do people think about as they approach 
death?  How do people deal with the death of loved ones?  How does 
he, as a chaplain, respond when the issue of physician-assisted suicide 
arises?  Father Evans will offer us words of wisdom that we can take to 
our ministry in the shepherding of God’s holy people today and into 
the future. 

(Presenter: Father John Evans – Mayo Clinic, Chaplain Services) 
 
 
GENERAL SESSION II – (Friday, 9:30 – 11:15 am) 
 

Effective Tools for Parish & Diocesan Evangelization – Adam Janke 
Our communities are the Kingdom of God in potential. Through a 
clear proclamation of the Life, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus we are 
calling the world to an active, intentional, and filial relationship with 
God. The goal of evangelization is not only a religious education. This 
talk will explore reasons we become fatigued in parish work and how to 
breathe new life and a new sense of mission into our parishes. We will 
explore practical steps and tools parish leaders and evangelization 
groups are taking that have been marked by cultural shifts and have 
produced lasting fruit. 

 
 

Please note that workshop information is subject to change, and 
that some workshops may be cancelled due to a minimal number of registrations. 
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Registration Fees 
 

Thursday - Friday: $100 [$85 w/o social & dinner] 
Thursday only: $80 [$65 w/o social & dinner] 
Friday only: $50 
 
Overnight Accommodations 
 

Overnight housing is available in dormitory rooms at Saint Mary’s 
University for both Wednesday and Thursday nights. Fees for 
overnight housing are $60 per night for single occupancy, and $30 per 
night for double occupancy. (The dormitory rooms are air conditioned.) 

 
To Register for Ministry Days 2017 
 

Complete the registration form, enclose your payment (payable  

to the “Diocese of Winona”), and mail to: 
 

 Todd Graff 
 Diocese of Winona 
 P.O. Box 588 
 Winona, MN 55987-0588.   
 
Registrations are due by Wednesday, May 31. 
(Please note that pre-registration is required.) 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Mr. Todd Graff / Office of Lay Formation: 
Phone: (507) 858-1270  
Fax:  (507) 454-8106 
E-mail: tgraff@dow.org 
  

Registration Information 

For More Information 

mailto:tgraff@dow.org
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The church which “goes forth” 

is a community of missionary disciples 

who take the first stop, 

who are involved and supportive, 

who bear fruit and rejoice. 

An evangelizing community knows 

that the Lord has taken the initiative, 

he has loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19), 

and therefore we can move forward, 

boldly take the initiative, 

go out to others, 

seek those who have fallen away, 

stand at the crossroads 

and welcome the outcast. 

Such a community 

has an endless desire to show mercy, 

the fruit of its own experience 

of the power of the Father’s infinite mercy. 

 

 
(Pope Francis, “The Joy of the Gospel,” #24) 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your financial support of the Catholic 
Ministries Appeal makes this event and 
others across the diocese possible.   
Thank You! 

 




